63 South Centre Trail

Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459
prHonE {850} 267-0683

Fix (850) 267-0603

WALTON AREA 95 Circle Drive
"HAMBER OF COMMERCE DeFunial Springs, FL 32435
Guiding the power of business. pHONE (850) 892-3191

Strengthening community. FAx (850) 892-9688

RESOLUTION OF THE
WALTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

WHEREAS, plans are underway for a connector road (referred to as the 79 Connector Road)
from State Highway 79 in Bay County to State Highway 98 in South Walton County, which will
be an extension of County Highway 388 in Bay County west to Highway 98 in Walton County.

WHEREAS, the right of way for the 79 Connector Road was a part of the $45 million right-of-
way purchase by the Department of Transportation from the St. Joe Company, pursuant to an
agreement between the Department and St. Joe dated October 27, 2006.

WHEREAS, during the 2008 legislative session, the legislature, in Specific Appropriation #2079,
appropriated $7,500,000 for the PD&E (planning, development, and environmental) phase of
the 79 Connector Road.

WHEREAS, the remaining phase, which has to be completed before construction begins, is the
design phase, estimated to cost $7,200,000.

WHEREAS, completing the 79 Connector Road is necessary for Walton County because of (1)
the projected 2010 completion date of the Bay County International Airport, (2) the expected
general increase in tourism in South Walton, (3) the lack of adequate hurricane evacuation
routes from South Walton, and (4) the need for an alternate route to relieve the traffic problems
on Highway 331 (the only north-south artery from South Walton).

WHEREAS, The Northwest Florida Corridor Authority has identified the 79 Connector road as a
priority within the master plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Walton Area Chamber of Commerce, that the
79 Connector Road is a priority for the Chamber and will continue to advocate and support the
focus and completion of the road.

WAL TSHI AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
0o [ Wl
7

Chair, Lori Kelley

Date: Septernber 15, 2008

WER www.waltonareachamber.com * EAtlL info@waltonareachamber.com
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Florida Department of Transporiation
CHARLY CRYCT RO, Bax 507 STECHANLE C. KOPELOU50S
GOVERNQOR 1074 Highwuy 90 SECRETARY
Ghipley, Floride 32428

July 24, 2008

Commissioner Scott Brannon
Distrigt Ona

18367 LS. Highway 331 South
Freeport, Florida 32439

Ra: Connactor Road from South Walton lo Alrport

Dear Mr. Brannon:

You have inquired sbout the status of the cannector raed from Stale Rend 79 in Bay
County fo State Highway 98 in South Waltan County, The right of way for this
connector road was a part of the $456 million right-cf-way purchase by the Department of
Transparision from the St Joe Company, pursuant to an egreement between the
Depardmen| and St Joe dated Ooclober 27, 2006. The connecior romd Wil be
approx!metaly twelve miles long and will connheet to Highway 98 four 10 six miles west of

tha Bay-Wallon county line. However, the exast alignment will be determined during the
FPDEE study.

During the 2008 lagislative sassion, the legislature, In Specific Appropriation #2078,
appropriated §$7,5Q0,000 for the PDAE (planning, development, and envionmental)
pheee of the connector road. The remmaining phase fhat has 1o be complated before

zonstruction is the design phase. Based on costs of pravious projects, the cost of the
dunlgn phace s estimatad ta be $7,200,000. :

Completing this connector road 19 a priarity for the Départment bacause of {1) the near
complelion date of the Bay County Infernalional Aiporl, {2) the expseted genaral
Increase in tourlsm In South Watlion, (3) the Jack of adequate humicans evascuation,
routes frorn South Walton, and (#) the need for an altlernata rowe 1o relleve the jratls
!:roblems on Highway 331 (the only north-ssuth sriery from South Walton).

www. dot. orata flug & nacvom raren
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Commissioner Scolt Brannon
July 24, 2003
Page 2

Getting the PD&E phase funded and having fhe rght of way already purchased are big
steps toward completing this praject; there Is now more incentive to fund the next
phases. The Department apprecuates the County's concem for this project and we look

forward o worldng with the County in our sferts 1o sacuUrs funding for the remainder of
the project,

Slnearaly,

RS

ames T. Barfi
irector of Trdnsportation Davelopment

bl gy et — ¢

‘I_
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CONFERENCE REFORT ON HQUSE BILL S001
GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 3d¢p.2009

SECTION § - NATURAL RESQURCES/ENVIROMMENT/GROWTH MANAGEMENT / TRANS PORTATION

authorized te enter inco a public-private partnership by Octeber 1,
2008, which may resylc in the issuance of private activity honds in an
amount not to exceed Lhe revenues generated by the private develspment,
It is the Legislature’s incent’ chat the pertnership shall fund
improvements chat achieve & public purpese oy raximizing the use of the
Strategie Intermodal Highway System to relieve craffic congeation and
Promoie economic development

2675 FIAED CAPITAL GUTLAY
SEAPORTS ACCESS PROGRAM
FROM STATE THANSPORTATION (PRIMARY)
TRUST FUND . , , , . . . . . v ¢ « « 4 o 10,000,000

2076  FIXED CARITAL OUTLAY
SEAPORT GRANTS
FROM STATE TRANSECRTATION {PRIMARY)
TRUST FUND B 11,877,045

<077  PIXED CAPITAL OUTLAY
RAIlL; DEVELODMENT/GRAMTS
FROM STATE TRAMSPORTATION (PRIMARY)
TAUST PURID . . . . . . o v v s e e . 165,343,649

Prom ~the funds in Specific  Appropriatiom 2077, $700,000 in

1 hon-recurring funds is provided for s etudy to determlng the Eeaaibility
of a rail “cerridor along U.S. Highway 27 extending from western
Miami-Dade to che City of South Bay and a study o determine the
feasibility of a rail corridor in the Tampa Bay area, including Paseo,
Pinellas, Hillsborough, Manatee, and Savasota counties.

2078 FIXED CAPITAL QUTLAY
INTERMODAL DEVELOPMEMT/GRENTS
FROM STATE TRANSPORTATION {PRIMARY)

TRUST FUND N 17,329,270
2079  FIXED CAPITAL OUTLAY
PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS
FROM BTATE TRANSPORTATION ({PRIMARY)
TRUST FUND . . , . , 2 v v v v v e o . 439,909,752
PROM RIGHT-QF-VAY ACQUISITION AND BRIDGE
CONSTRUCTION TRUST FOMD . . . . . & . . . 1,790,400

From the funds in Specific Appropriation 2079, §750,000 in mon-
recyrring funds from the Stake Transportation Trust Fund is provided for
a preliminary development and environmental study for replacing che
Veterans Bridge in Volueia County.

From the funds in Specific Appropriation 2079, $7,500,000 in
non-recurring funds from the State Tramsportation Trust Fund iz provided

§ord the development of a connecror road from Councy Road 385 to State
toad- 77.

2080 FIXED CAPITAL OUTLAY
RIGHT-QF -WAY SUPFORT
FROM STATE TRANSPORTATION (PRIMARY)

TRUST FUND . . . . . . ., . . ., ... 45,074,952
FROM RIGET-OF-WAY ACQUISITION AND BRIDGE
CONSTRUCTION TRUST FUND . e e 594,131

2081  FIXED CAPITAL QUTLAY
TRANSPORTATION BLANNING GRANTS
FROM STATE TRANSFORTATION (PRIMARY)
TRUST FUND . . _ . . ., . . ... ... 28,333,377
2082  FIYED CAUITAL OUTLAY
DEBT SEPRVICE

FROM RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION AND BRIDGE
COMSTRUCTION TRUST FUND . e e 142,115,842

454

TOTAL F.E&=2
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Amount  Total
Status Amount Funded Unfunded Unfunded

2207733 From Washington County Line to I-10
.844 miles PD&E complete 0.134
Design underway 1.265
Right-of-Way fy 08 2.028
Mitigation unfunded 0.337
Consiruction & CEI unfunded 15.397 15.734

ashington County
2207732 From SR 20 to Holmes County Line
2’;'1?]2 2 PD&E complete 0.149

2207738 From North of Cypress Creek Br to Holmes Co. Line

i}?; (; Design underway 3225
Right-of-Way unfunded 22.446
Mitigation unfunded 1.100
Construction & CEI unfunded 48.752 72.298

2207737 From CR 279 to North of Cypress Creek Br

?nil?a ‘; Design underway 2.062
Right-of-Way unfunded 9.016
Mitigation unfunded 0.350
Construction & CEI unfunded 39.941 49.307

4071671 Holmes Creek Bridge

}1;(1')12: l Design underway 1.939
Right-of-Way underway 14.099
Mitigation underway 0.777

Construction & CEI fy 09 36.495 0.600

2207736 From N of Reedy Creek Br. to Court Street

6"}36 Design underway 3.027
miles
Right-of-Way unfunded 44,575
Mitigation unfunded ' 1.300

Construction & CEI unfunded 76.752 122.6427




2207735 From N of Mill Branch Br. To N of Reedy Creek Br.

4’§75 Design underway 2.228
miles
Right-of-Way underway 8.414
Mitigation unfunded 0.392
Construction & CEI unfunded 59.103 59.493

2207734 From Strickland Rd to N of Mill Branch Creek

6.539

. Design underway 3.414
miles
Right-of-Way Underway 12.766
Mitigation fy 09 0.887
Construction & CEI fy 12 57.735 0.000

2207731 From N of Environmental Rd to Strickland Rd

1.718

. Design underway 1.567
miles
Right-of-Way underway 7.505
Mitigation fy 08 0.202
Construction & CEI fy 09 18.981 0.000

2179116 From Bay Co. to N of Environmental Rd

Design under

558 miles 2070114 Underway
Right-of-Way complete 0.031
Mitigation underway 0.118
Construction & CEI underway 5.336 0.060

TN L +-Bay. County: _
2179111 From SR 30 (US 98A) to Washington County Line
lﬁl?s PD&E complete 0.437

2179114 From Steel Field Rd To Washington Co. Line

fn(l)l(a)a l Design underway 2.038
Right-of-Way complete 0.134
Mitigation underway 3.560

Construction & CEI underway 27.016 0.000

2179113 From N of CR 388 to Steel Field Road

2,568 miles Design underway 1.631



Right-of-Way underway 6.793
Mitigation underway 0.795
Construction & CEL underway 10.888 0.000

2179115 West Bay Bridge

;?1(3: Z Design complete 2.363
Right-of-Way complete 3916
Mitigation not required 0.000
Contamination complete 0.004
Construction & CEI  underway 11-2005 42.337 1.000

2180031 From SR 30A (US 98) To West Bay Bridge

‘:1‘311 2 Demgrll']u; Id le f complete 1.005
Right-of-Way complete 3.156
Mitigation not required 1.159

Construction & CEl  complete 06-2006 12.756 0.000

2179112 From SR 30 (US 98A) To SR 30A (US 98)

.568 miles Design fy 09 0.500 0.406
Right-of-Way unfunded 0.551
Mitigation not required 0.000

Construction & CEI unfunded 15.869 16.826

As Of: 09/29/08



